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I am ready for winter to be over and warmer weather.  Hopefully, we see spring like weather soon.  This
school year seems to be moving along at a brisk pace and much teaching and learning is taking place.

In the next three months many of our students will be taking state assessments from grades 3-11 in reading,
math and science.  These assessments are critical for measuring how well our students have learned standardized
skills in all the aforementioned content areas.  The results affect our schools accreditation and ultimately funding.
Our students have been very successful on the assessments in recent years with all buildings reaching the state
standard of excellence.  We ask for your help in our endeavor to continue success by using some good test taking
strategies to help your child do their best.

1. Note test dates on your home calendar; schedule appointments on non-testing days.
2. See that your child is rested and eats breakfast.
3. See that your child arrives at school on time and is relaxed.
4. Encourage your child to do the best work possible.
5. Tell them to stay positive.

It has been about a year ago when the board asked for volunteers to serve on a facilities committee to continue
researching the needs of our district.  To this date, this committee, made up of volunteers from the community,
businesses and USD 348 staff, have made their recommendations and are in the process of fine tuning those ideas.
Committee members have spent many volunteer hours over the past year.  I want to thank all involved for the time
commitment you have given to this project.  Without your input of ideas, research and time we would not be
where we are today.

Happy ValentineÕs Day,

Paul Dorathy

The DLR group has had presentations at many of the meetings.  Patrons can
go to the district website to view those presentations at www.usd348.com.

Happy ValentineÕs Day,

Paul Dorathy

                  



BALDWIN ELEMENTARY
PRIMARY CENTER NEWS

Welcome to our new students:  Shelby Clark
and Leslie Yurchak in second grade and  Carson Clark
in Kindergarten.  We are glad to have each of you
here!

Congratulations to Dylan Linder.  Dylan was
chosen as one of the winners in the Baker University-
Professional Development School logo design contest.
Way to go, Dylan!

Ancient Egypt came to visit BES-PC on January
17.  Students attended an assembly, Discovering
Ancient Egypt, that brought a variety of live animals
that were important in the Egyptian culture through
myths and legends.

On January 23,  students toured the human body
through Body Walk.  Body Walk is an educational
program designed to involve students in learning
about the skills and choices for a healthy lifestyle.
Students tour major body systems guided by
volunteers who share information about each system.
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped set-up,
present at each body station and/or helped with take
down of Body Walk.

With cold weather one day and warmer
temperatures the next it is hard to know how to dress.
Please help your child dress in layers.  That way, as
temperatures change during the day, or from area to
area within the school, they will be comfortable.
Students will go out to recess, at least for a short
period of time, most days that arenÕt too wet or windy.

Miss Kansas, Alyssa George, will be visiting
BES-PC on February 19.  She will be talking to the
students about bullying and how important the
ÒbystandersÓ role is in putting an end to bullying.

Spring Pictures will be Thursday, February 7.
Class and individual pictures will be taken this day.

Just as a reminder, BES-PC collects pop top tabs,
Box Tops for Education and used printer cartridges.
There are several stores that we have ÒaccountsÓ with
as well; Target, Office Depot, Foot Locker.  BES-PC
receives  money from each of these.  That money is
given to Student Council.

IMPORTANT DATES
Feb. 1 PEP Screening
Feb. 4 Collaboration Day-No School
Feb. 7 Spring Pictures
Feb. 11 Board of Education @ D.O.
Feb. 12 BES PTO/Site Council 6:30 PM @ IC
Feb. 14 ValentineÕs Day Celebrations
Feb. 18 No School -Parent/Teacher Conferences

3 Ð7:00 PM

BALDWIN ELEMENTARY
INTERMEDIATE CENTER NEWS

Last month we reported our Student Council
conducted their annual coin collection with all

proceeds donated to the Baldwin Community
Emergency Fund.  WeÕre pleased to report they
donated almost $600.  Way to go Bullpups!

Once again we want to thank the family of Elaine
Schmitz.  They recently added 18 books to the
memorial reading area dedicated to her memory.
Elaine was a paraprofessional at our school who was
tragically killed in an automobile accident the day
after school was out three years ago.

We also want to thank the Baker University
Education Department.  They made a $150 donation to
our school library in commemoration of BakerÕs 150th

birthday.
Congratulations to fifth grader Cameryn Galvan.

CamerynÕs artwork was selected as one of the winners
in the Baker University Professional Development
School logo contest.  Cameryn was recognized in
January at a Teacher Appreciation dinner held at
Baker.

We also are pleased to report that five of our
fourth graders will receive special recognition at the
annual Douglas County Conservation District awards
dinner on February 11.  They are:  Rebekah Behrend,
Emily Courtney, Amber Garrett, Megan Lawrenz and
Erica Petry.

Lastly, itÕs that time of year again.  All of the IC
students will begin taking the Kansas Assessments the
last week of February and continue into the first week
of March.  The students and teachers have been
working hard to make sure the Kansas curriculum
standards are being mastered.

IC FEBRUARY DATES
Feb. 1 PTO Family Reading program begins
Feb. 1 February assembly- 1 PM
Feb. 4 Collaboration Day- No School
Feb. 6 Student Council- 11:30 AM
Feb. 7 Dental Check Day with Dr. Emerson
Feb. 7 Honor Choir program- 7 PM
Feb. 8 PTO Family Reading program ends
Feb. 9 Douglas County Spelling Bee- 10 AM
Feb. 11 DC Conservation District Awards dinner
Feb. 11 BOE- 7 PM
Feb. 12 PTO- 6:30 PM
Feb. 13 Progress Reports home
Feb. 14 ValentineÕs Day celebrations- 2:30 PM
Feb. 18 No school
Feb. 18 Parent-Teacher Conferences- 3 to 7 PM
Feb. 19 Miss Kansas assembly- 1 PM
Feb. 21 MARS celebration- 3:45 PM
Feb. 26 to 28 Kansas Reading Assessment Week

MARION SPRINGS ELEMENTARY
NEWS

The following students were recognized for their
achievements as "Mustangs of the Month" for
January:  Music - Cara Michels, P.E. - Austin
Montgomery, Art - Zach Montgomery, fifth grade -
Molly Ogden and Emma Stewart, fourth grade -
Jessica Beilfuss and Austin Jamison, third grade.



Ayrton Frick, second grade - Christopher Wilks, first
grade - Adrian White and Corinthia Carmack, K -
Zach Montgomery, 4 yr. olds - Isaac Hall

This month fourth graders will be participating in
the Slice of Ag demonstrations at the Douglas County
Fairgrounds.  Students will be learning about the
importance of agriculture and farming.

Fifth grader and artist, Clayton Wintermantel was
honored on January 11 as a winner in the Midwest
Dairy Council poster contest.  Mascot KC Wolf of the
Kansas City Chiefs visited our school in costume and
awarded Clayton a variety of prizes.  Congratulations,
Clayton!

The fifth-grade students attended the school-day
performance of the Topeka Symphony on January 10,
2007 at the Topeka Performing Arts Center.  The
concert entitled ÒSports in Music,�u  featured great
musical works inspired by sporting events.  This was a
fun and educational opportunity for these young
instrumentalists to see a first-rate instrumental group.

Fifth graders at MSES are creating their own
books with the software and binding system that was
purchased with Ms. TutschulteÕs Baldwin Education
Foundation Grant.  They are excited and working hard
and should have several new books to be housed in the
library at the end of the quarter.  Thank you also to
Grayson Rader and Mika and��Ayrton Frick for their
Christmas/ Birthday book donations for our library.

Four Year Old classes at MSES are learning
about properties of matter, air, solids and liquids.  We
have learned how air moves things, how a solid cannot
change its shape and that liquids can pour or move.
Students are also discovering different ways we can
change these properties of matter.  Projects students
have completed to support their learning are a wind
sock, a pinwheel, ice melting and ice painting.  Crayon
melting will be their next project.  Teasing, both good
and bad, is our current social development topic.
Students studied Chrysanthemum, a story about
teasing, by Kevin Henkes, and made a Teasing Shield
to remind us to let bad teasing bounce off.  Good
teasing can stick to us and make us feel good.

Dylan Auger will be representing MSES in the
Douglas County Spelling Bee.  Grace Brazell is the
alternate.  The MSES CSO will meet February 20 at
the school at 7 PM.  We will be working on assigning
various tasks for the annual Auction/Carnival and
lining up volunteers for Teacher Appreciation Week.
All are encouraged to attend.

Our celebration of Kansas Day and Grandparent's
Day on January 29 was a great success.  Thanks to all
the Grandparents who joined us.

The kindergarten and first grade classes will be
going to Kaleidoscope at Crown Center in Kansas City
on February 12.  It is a great art field trip filled with a
variety of activities.  As always this is one of the
highlights of the winter season for this age group and
we can expect to see some special activities so close to
the Valentine holiday.  This is a free activity that ages
up to twelve can participate in and is sponsored by
Hallmark Cards.  If you are in the area of Crown
Center in Kansas City, don't hesitate to stop there even

on the weekend.  There is also a museum of how the
greeting card industry was developed representing
many visual graphic designers and artists.  Families or
groups always have a spectacular time.

DATES TO REMEMBER
Feb. 4  NO SCHOOL Collaboration Day
Feb. 14  Valentine's Day Parties
Feb. 18 NO SCHOOL Optional Parent/Teacher

Conferences 3-7 PM
Feb. 20  CSO Meeting, 7 PM

VINLAND ELEMENTARY NEWS

VES had its first National Geography Bee
contest.  The Championship Round Contestants
consisted of:  Emily Weiss, Clayton Slavens, Meghan
Strobel, Justin Mead, Wyatt Slavin and Hailey
Shoemaker of Mrs. AbelÕs fourth grade class and John
Mathews, Caroline Flory, Hannah Tuley and Harley
Holub of Ms. ThomasÕ fifth grade class.  Our winner,
Emily Weiss, studied hard to take the regional
qualifying test at the end of January.  Best of Luck,
Emily!!

The fifth grade students attended the school day
performance of the Topeka Symphony on January 10,
at the Topeka Performing Arts Center.  The concert
entitled ÒSports in Music,Ó featured great musical
works inspired by sporting events.  This was a fun and
educational opportunity for these young
instrumentalists to see a first rate instrumental group.

PTO NEWS:
Remember to continue to collect Box Tops for

Education, CampbellÕs UPC labels and aluminum.
These three programs are easy to participate in and
help out the school and students tremendously!  The
school recently had a BOX TOP Party that the kids
thought was GREAT!

PTO has concessions available at the basketball
games on Saturdays through January and February.
Please stop by for some yummy treats.

We are also raising funds for the purchase of
another ELMO for use in the school.  ELMOs are
excellent learning tools used by our teachers.

We encourage everyone to take advantage of our
SCRIP gift card program.  Gift cards are available for
many if not most of your favorite stores and
restaurants.  You can order by mail or online at
www.simplifiedscrip.com and designate VES as your
school.  The cards are mailed directly to your home
within a week!  Call Joanne Morgan if you would like
more information 785-841-9191.

Our 2007-08 PTO Officers:  Debbie Grosdidier-
Co-Chair, Diana Rhodes-Co-Chair, Joanne Morgan-
Treasurer and Jami Thompson-Secretary.  We
appreciate the continued support of all of you who
show up to meetings and invite everyone else to come
join us at a meeting in 2007-2008!  (Next PTO
meeting is Tuesday, February 12, 2008)



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Feb. 4  No School/Collab Day
Feb. 7  Water Dept Annual Mtg 7:00 PM
Feb. 12  PTO  6:45 PM
Feb. 14 ValentineÕs Day Party
Feb. 18 No School P/T Conf. 3-7:00 PM
Feb. 27 Site Council 5:30 PM
Feb. 28  Spring and Group Pictures
Feb. 29  Leap Day

 BALDWIN JUNIOR HIGH NEWS

STATE ASSESSMENTS
A note regarding our state assessment schedule

was sent home to parents with the semester grade
cards.  It includes the entire testing schedule for all
grades and subject areas.  If you have further
questions, feel free to contact us at 594-2448.

PROGRESS REPORTS
Third quarter progress reports will go home with

students on Wednesday, February 13.  Please note that
parent-teacher conferences are scheduled for Monday,
February 21 from 3:00 Ð 7:00 PM.  There is no school
that day.  Teachers will be in their classrooms during
that time, and you are encouraged to conference at
your convenience.  No appointment is necessary.
Conferences will be conducted on a first-come, first
serve basis.

ENROLLMENT PACKETS
Sixth and seventh graders will receive their

enrollment packet for next year the last week in
February.  Mrs. Wright will meet with students to
explain the process and answer questions.  Packets
will need to be returned before spring break.  Please
call if you have questions.  Our goal is to give students
their schedules before the end of the school year in
May.

STUCO NEWS
In December, the student council delivered

several large boxes of food items to the Baldwin food
pantry.  All grades participated and the response was
tremendous.  Mrs. ValentineÕs first hour class was the
winner of the competition and they were treated to
snacks for their efforts.

Our New YearÕs dance was a huge success.  We
had 145 students dancing and shaking to the music of
DJ John.  The atmosphere was buzzing with positive
energy and if that is an indication of the year to come,
it should be a good one.  Thanks to Mrs. Rubin, Mrs.
Watson, Mrs. Foster and several teachers who donated
their time to help supervise.  We could not have done
it without them.

This is the time of year that we start turning our
attention towards the basket auction.  Although it is
more than a month away, it takes a village to get it
done.  We will also be conducting the book fair in
conjunction with the auction.  If you are interested in

getting involved, please call Laura McCall at 594-
2448.

We are still collecting Baldwin City Market
receipts and Box Tops for Education.  Thanks again
for all your support of our many projects!

VOCAL MUSIC CONCERT
The district vocal music teachers are starting a

new tradition with a concert of combined choirs
comprised of the ICÕs fifth grade honor choir, eighth
grade Choraliers and the BHS select choir.  We are
excited for the community to hear these groups and
see the progression of musicianship.  This concert is
Thursday, February 7.  It has been moved to the BJHS
gym and will begin at 7:30 PM.  Please note that this
is a date and time change from the all-district calendar
published last summer.  Also on the calendar for the
BJHS vocal music department is a spring concert on
May 5.  This is a change from the date listed (April
28) on the all-district calendar.

ACHEIVEMENTS
Jenna Von Bargen, a sixth grader at BJHS,

conducted an independent service project to benefit
the Lawrence Humane Society.  Jenna developed an
advertising campaign for the school and collected a
pick-up load of food, blankets, cleaning supplies and
pet toys to benefit the dogs and cats sheltered at the
Lawrence Humane Society.  She reported the shelter
recipients were very grateful to have the food and
items.

FEBRUARY CALENDAR
Feb. 2 7th & 8th junior varsity boys basketball tourney at

Central Heights
Feb. 4 NO SCHOOL Ð Collaboration Day
Feb. 5 7th & 8th varsity boys basketball here vs. Jayhawk

Linn, 4:00 PM
Feb. 6 7th boys basketball here, 8th at Osawatomie 4:00

PM
Feb. 11 7th boys basketball at Louisburg, 8th here 4:00 PM
Feb. 11 8th grade enrollment meeting for high school

classes
Feb. 13 Progress reports go home
1Feb. 3 7th boys basketball here, 8th at Wellsville, 4:00 PM
Feb. 16 7th & 8th junior varsity boys basketball tourney at

Wheatridge in Gardner, 9:00 AM
Feb. 18 NO SCHOOL Ð PresidentsÕ Day
Feb. 18 Parent teacher conferences, 3:00-7:00 PM
Feb. 20 7th boys basketball at Lexington Trail in DeSoto,

8th here, 4:00 PM

BALDWIN HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

SITE COUNCIL MEETING
The BHS Site Council meeting will be Monday,

February 4  at 6 PM in the BHS library.

SENIOR MASTERY PROJECT UPDATE
Portfolios are due on February 14.  Portfolios will

include a completed activity log of at least ten hours of



working on the project, a log of 3 mentor meetings,
visual documentation, an updated resume and a
reflection essay.  The oral presentations will be on
March 29 and April 2.  If you have any questions or
would like to be a community member participating in
the evaluation of oral presentations, please contact
G inny  Honomich l  a t  594-2725  o r
ghonomichl@usd348.com.

WRESTLING WRAPPING UP SEASON
Congrats to BHS wrestler Kevin Callahan for

breaking the schoolÕs all-time wins record, previously
held by Kyle Flory with 150 wins. !At the Bobcat
Classic tournament at Basehor-Linwood HS, Kevin
won four matches to win first place, and in the process
passed FloryÕs record. !The BHS wrestling team will
conclude its season with the Frontier League
tournament at DeSoto on February 9, the 4A Regional
tournament at Eudora on February 15 and 16, and at
the 4A State Championships on February 22 and 23 at
the Salina Bicentennial Center. !

PIONEERS STILL ON SALE
The BHS yearbooks will remain on sale until

March. !The rates are $43 or $48 with a name stamped
on the cover. !This yearÕs yearbook is full color.
!DonÕt miss out on the yearÕs worth of memories.
!Checks can be brought to the office and written out to
BHS Yearbook.

SUMMER DRIVER EDUCATION
Enrollment for Summer Driver Education will be

on February 27 or March 4 anytime from 6 to 7 PM in
the BHS cafeteria.  Students must be at least 15 years
of age on or before August 31, 2008 to be eligible to
enroll in the class.  The state requires that the student
enrolling in the class must be present to fill out the
enrollment forms.  Students will need to bring their
instructional permit or restricted license if they have
one.  An eye exam will be given.  Students must test
20/40 corrected.  A parent or guardian must be present
to sign the application form.  Fees are to be paid at the
time of enrollment.  The fees are $160 for students
who live in district and $200 for students who live out
of district.  If you have any questions, call the BHS
office at 594-2725 during regular school hours.

WANT A CHANCE TO WIN A FREE iPod?
BHS is partnering with Douglas County

Insurance in promoting a new teen driving program
called Time2Drive.  The program will be held March
26 (and possibly the 27 if needed) in the BHS cafeteria
from 6:30 Ð 8:30 PM.  One of the participants will be
chosen for a FREE iPod!

Time2Drive is an interactive program designed to
teens (ages 15 - 19) and their parents/guardians.  It
focuses on the risks facing young drivers, and helps
them learn how to be safe on the road.  The program is
structured around audience participation, with small
group discussions and activities designed to enhance
the learning experience.  Teens will have the

opportunity to participate in a demonstration using
Fatal Vision goggles.

Since more than half of the accidents involving
teens are alcohol or drug related, a portion of the
program is devoted to discussing the dangers of
driving under the influence.  The program concludes
with parents and their young drivers working together
to create a Parent/Teen Driving Commitment that
defines restrictions, privileges, rules and
consequences.

If you are interested in this important
opportunity, sign-up will be available during Drivers
Education enrollment, February 27 and March 4, from
6:00 Ð 7:00 PM in the BHS cafeteria, or you can call
the BHS office during school hours.

ATTENTION JUNIOR AND SENIOR PARENTS
There will be an After Prom Meeting Tuesday,

February 11, at 7:00 PM at the BHS Cafeteria.  All
junior and senior parents are welcome.  Hope to see
you all there.

BHS BAND NEWS
The BHS Band has had several students selected

for regional and state honor bands in the past month.
!Chosen for the!Kansas University/Kansas City Wind
Ensemble are Malissa Sansom, flute, Marianne
Sansom, flute and Allyson Sass, clarinet. !This group
is made up of students from the Northeast Kansas and
Northwest Missouri area. !Three students were chosen
for the KU Prairie Wind Festival. !Those students
include Sarah Eberhart, clarinet, Tessa Runer, clarinet
and Sam Cooper, timpani. !This festival includes
students from throughout the Midwest region.  The
BHS Band had four students audition for the Kansas
Music Educators Association In-Service Workshop
1A-4A State Wide Band.  The four students traveled
to Salina, KS on January 5, 2008 to participate in the
audition process and compete for a place in the group
against 700 students across the state. !The BHS band
students were:  Tessa Runer, clarinet; Sarah Eberhart,
clarinet; James Simmons, baritone; Sam Cooper,
timpani. !James Simmons and Sam Cooper were
selected as alternates and Tessa Runer was chosen as a
member of the state band. !Congratulations to all the
Band students!

The BHS Band will give a Winter Concert on
February 20, 2008 in the BJHS Auditorium at 7:00
PM. !The concert is free and open to the public.

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Parents and students, please take time to check

the daily bulletin on Power School for the latest
scholarships available.

COUNSELOR’S CORNER
Underage Drinking: What to do if your child is
using alcohol or other drugs
From Neil Bernstein

If you know for sure that your teenager is using
alcohol or drugs, you need to take the following
actions to deal with the problem.



Know Where You Stand
Some parents think that itÕs part of growing up

and harmless fun.  Remember the earlier a child
begins using alcohol or drugs, the more likely they are
to develop a drug or alcohol problem.  As a parent,
letting your child know you donÕt want them to use
substances and telling them your reasons why is
perfectly acceptable and responsible.  Teens need
parents, not more friends!

Let Your Child Know You’re Concerned
Your initial overture to your child should be

based on concern, not contempt.  Tell him or her about
the changes youÕve noticed in his or her behavior and
the reasons youÕre worried.  Make it clear that youÕre
not prepared to drop the issue until itÕs addressed.

Monitor Their Behavior
If youÕre trying to help your teenagers stay away

from harmful substances, youÕll need to keep a close
watch on their activities.  Let them know youÕll be
doing this.  For starters, set curfews and make sure
youÕre awake when they get home to check in with
them.  They may not like this, but theyÕll get used to
it.

Use Drug Screens
Drug screens can be particularly helpful.  Of

course, you should inform your child that youÕll be
doing a random drug screening.  Tell him that you are
taking this tough measure as a supportive tool to help
him change his behavior.  Explain that drug use can
easily become habitual and compulsive.  The test will
tell the story, and then you can hold him accountable
for his actions.

Search Their Rooms
It is important to respect your teenagerÕs privacy,

but there are exceptions to this rule.  If you suspect
drug or alcohol use, search her room for incriminating
evidence because you are so concerned about him
safety.  If you find something, take action.  This can
range from weekend restrictions to requiring her to
attend a weekly drug prevention program.  YouÕll
need to find out the nature and extent of use.  A drug
counselor can do a thorough evaluation.

Set Clear Limits
In no uncertain terms, tell your child you wonÕt

tolerate any further use of alcohol or other substances.
From now on, youÕll expect him to tell you where heÕs
going, with whom and when heÕll be home.  You
should certainly restrict his privileges, especially on
Friday and Saturday nights.  You child may insist that
he doesnÕt have a problem with drinking and doesnÕt
deserve to be restricted.  This plays right into your
hands.  You can ask him to prove he can stay sober by
abstaining for a specified time period.  If he honors
this contract, his privileges can be restored.  If he
doesnÕt, the restrictions you have put on him are
warranted.

Of course, thereÕs always the chance that your
teenager will flagrantly disregard your limits.  If he
continues his illicit activity, youÕll need to show him
you mean business by moving to the next stage of
severity and using outside support to help you with
this problem.  Make an appointment to see a mental

health professional who specializes in substance
abuse.  At this point, the problem is too great  to
handle on your own.

AP TESTING INFORMATION
Advanced Placement exams will be administered

in the beginning of May.  For students that are
enrolled in an AP course at BHS, the exam fee was
included in fees paid at the beginning of the school
year.  All students enrolled in an AP course are
expected and encouraged to take the exam, but it is not
required.  Students will need to let Mrs. Schmidt-
Konkel know in writing if they are choosing NOT to
take the exam.  As a reminder, if a student does not
take the AP exam, the AP designation will not show
on their transcript.

Any student can take an AP test in any subject
they choose, please see Mrs. Schmidt-Konkel with the
$84 per test fee by March 24 if you wish to do so.  If
you have further questions regarding AP testing, call
or email Mrs. Schmidt-Konkel (594-2725 ext. 1011 or
nschmidt@usd348.com).

HONOR BANQUET
Recognition for outstanding academic

performance is given at the Honor Banquet held the
spring semester.  This is an opportunity for BHS to
celebrate those students who have excelled
academically.  The 27th Annual Honor Banquet will
take place on Monday, March 3 at 7 PM.  This yearÕs
eligibility requirements have changed.  In order to be
invited, a student must have earned at least a 3.0
cumulative GPA for the total of all high school classes
completed by the end of the first semester of that
school year.   A student must be enrolled full-time and
have no FÕs on their transcript for the proceeding two
semesters.  The GPA is calculated and defined by
Power School.  Students and parents will be invited to
attend via letter.  Invited students are guests of BHS.
Parents and families attending will be required to
purchase tickets for the meal served at the banquet.
Those choosing not to purchase a meal can attend the
program only, which will begin around 8 PM.  All
students invited to the Honor Banquet will receive a
certificate and students with a 3.5 or better will receive
an academic letter or gold pin.

JUNIORS
You should be thinking about taking the ACT

this semester.  The test is offered April  12 and June
14.  Regular registration is March 7 for the April test
and May 9 for the June test.  During your senior year,
it is recommended you take the ACT test in October,
and if needed, again in December.

SENIORS AND PARENTS
You are invited to a very important financial aid

meeting on February 6 in the BHS cafeteria, at 7:00
PM.  It is important because it will be very
informative for parents, in helping them find ways to
pay for a college education.  Information regarding the
FAFSA form !(a Federal Aid form) will be given.



This form is the key to federal grants, scholarships
and loans for paying for college.  There will be time
available to answer any and all questions you may
have about this entire process.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Feb. 6 Financial Aid meeting

JCCC College Now deadline (enrollment &
tuition due)

Feb. 7 Washburn representative during seminar
Late deadline for March SAT

Feb. 9 ACT
Feb. 11 8th grade enrollment @ 7PM
Feb. 12 Fort Scott representative during seminar
Feb. 18 Parent/Teacher Conferences 3-7 PM

No School)
Feb. 20 Career Day @ Wellsville (ALL juniors)
Feb. 26 ALL Pre-enrollment forms for 2008-2009 are due
Feb. 26  Baker University Representative during seminar
Mar. 1 SAT
Mar. 3 27th Annual Honor Banquet
Mar. 7 Regular deadline for April ACT
Mar. 11 Johnson County CC Representative during

seminar
Mar. 13-21 No School
Apr. 12  ACT TEST at BHS

ALL DISTRICT NEWS

FREE SCREENING FOR CHILDREN
UNDER 5 YEARS OF AGE

USD 348 and the East Central Kansas
Cooperative in Education conduct monthly screenings
for children under 5 years of age.  The next screening
will be February 1 at BES-PC.  Areas screened
include:  motor skills, self-help skills, speech-language
skills, personal-social skill, pre-academic skills,
hearing and vision.  Please call the BES-PC office at
594-2444 to schedule an appointment.

TRANSPORTATION NEWS
Just a reminder that all students riding a bus other

than their own home, must either have a note or a
phone call to the bus garage, 594-RIDE (7433).  Also,
check with Linda Russell for lost and found items left
on the bus.!

FUNCTIONAL HEARING SCREENING
On Monday, February 25 from 9 AM Ð 12 PM

the Baldwin Parents as Teachers Program will be
offering !free functional hearing screenings for
children ages birth - 3 years. !Please call !(785) 594-
7050 to schedule an appointment for your child.

BULLDOG BOOSTERS
Thank you to all who donated items to our joint

Chili Supper fundraiser with the Senior Class.  Also
thank you to all of you who came out to eat!  It was a
huge success!! !WeÕre all looking forward to seeing
the new Gym Wall Pads soon.

We are set up to sell Booster Merchandise at
home basketball games and at the Dawg House

located in the BHS office.  DonÕt forget to buy your
picture buttons at the Booster Booth.

Our next meeting is February 11 at 7:00 PM in
the BHS Cafeteria.

DAWG HOUSE NEWS
Surprise your bulldog fan with a Valentine

present from the Dawg House in the BHS office.  We
have novelty gifts, t-shirts, hoodies, coats and sweats.

FEBRUARY SPECIALS:  foam spirit sticks,
regular $4.00 now $3.00 and bleacher cushions,
regular $5.00 now $4.00

Don't forget to support your student athlete with a
"Go Bulldogs!" yard sign for only $7.00.

PRICE CHANGES FOR ALA CARTE
As of the beginning of this semester the ala carte

prices across the district have changed.  Until now,
prices on ala carte items have not been uniform across
the district, and in some cases, we were not covering
our own costs.  Of course this mostly pertains to BJHS
and BHS, but it has a slight impact on double milks
for elementary school students.

Prices are based off the state's recommended
pricing multiplier. We also compared our prices to ala
carte prices in other schools around the area, to make
sure that we were on track.  For the elementary
schools, kindergarten, 4 year old and PEP, milk prices
will not change, also, students who bring their own
lunch and want to buy a milk can still buy their first
milk for $0.25, it is only the second milk that will be
$0.40.  If you have any questions or concerns, please
call Julie Henry at BJHS.

DEPRESSION
As many as 1 in every 33 children may have

depression; in teens, that number may be as high as 1
in 8.

Depression limits ones ability to function
normally.  There are different types of depression:
major depression, dysthymia, adjustment disorder with
depressed mood, seasonal affective disorder and
bipolar disorder.  All of these types of depression can
affect children.

The cause of depression varies from child to
child.  Typically it is caused by a series of one or more
events.  Depression can be caused by the lowered level
of neurotransmitters in the brain, which restricts a
personÕs ability to feel good.  If depression runs in the
family, a child may be more likely to experience it.
Stress is a factor as well, especially in the teen years
since it is a time of emotional and social turmoil.
Also, chronic illness contributes to depression, as well
as the side effects of certain prescription medicines.

For more information about understanding
depression in children, please use the provided link:
http://www.kidshealth.org/PageManager.jsp?dn=Kids
Health&lic=1&ps=107&cat_id=145&article_set=2158
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Source:  Nemours Foundation. Kids Health for
Parents. Understanding Depression. May 2007.


