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“Essentially, close rea
ding means reading to u
ncover layers of meanin
g that lead to deep com
prehension.” 

      --Nancy Boyles
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Rationale for Close-Reading



What does Close 
Reading Look Like 

on the iPad??

  Colorful

Personality

Scaffolded        
    for all 
 skill levels

   Cornell Notes
 with embedded 

    text



Where do I find good articles?
Science 
Science Daily.com
ScienceNews.org
Scientific American
BBC News Science and En
vironment
New York Times Science

Social Studies

NewYorkTimes.com
The Washington Post
The Week
NPR
The Los Angeles Times
Historical Thinking Matter
s
: Primary Sources

Controversial    
      Issues

ProCon.org

Opposing Viewpoints 
Resource Center

Current Events:  
Bundled by Topic

Actively Learn

Newsela

**Both websites have questions 
embedded within articles.

Article of the Week Websites
Dave Stuart:  Teaching the Core

Kelly Gallagher Article of the Week

Convert text for iPad:
1. Email the pdf document to yourself
2. Click the printer icon and save document to your files as a pdf
3. Take a screenshot of the text with the iPad or computer (command, shift, 4)

http://www.sciencedaily.com/
https://www.sciencenews.org/
http://www.scientificamerican.com/
http://www.bbc.com/news/science_and_environment
http://www.bbc.com/news/science_and_environment
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/science_and_technology/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://theweek.com/
http://www.npr.org/
http://www.latimes.com/
http://historicalthinkingmatters.org/
http://historicalthinkingmatters.org/
http://www.procon.org/
http://www.activelylearn.com/
https://newsela.com/
http://www.davestuartjr.com/resources/article-of-the-week-aow/
http://www.kellygallagher.org/article-of-the-week/


Integrating Close-reading in the 
Non-English Classroom
Establish a Purpose for the Reading:

Explore essential questions through articles
Supplement the curriculum with real-world articles--embedded within units of study
Prepare students for a class-discussion over a specific topic
Prepare students for a research project or paper
Prepare students for an online discussion or blog
Prepare students for a debate over a controversial issue
Prepare students to write written reflections over the topic

Hook into text:  Why does this text matter?  How is the topic connected 
to your unit of study?  Take a stance on the topic...Do you agree or 
disagree with…?



Assigning Strategic Annotations
Provide instructions for the reading centered around 3 core considerations.

   

Examples/Resources:
Science Annotation Guide:  http://biologycorner.com/worksheets/annotate.html
Social Studies Annotations:  http://teachinghistory.org/teaching-materials/teaching-guides/23554
Annotating Non Fiction:              https://sites.google.com/site/allenclassresources/reading-skills/how-to-annotate-a-text
Literature Annotations:                https://landing.athabascau.ca/pages/view/20190/strategies-for-close-reading-and-critical-reflection

What is the article saying?
predictions
main ideas

supporting details
paraphrase

           summarize
vocab

How is the author saying it?
tone/diction
bias
structure 
credibility
purpose 

Do you agree/disagree?
prior knowledge

        reactions
questions
response

http://biologycorner.com/worksheets/annotate.html
http://teachinghistory.org/teaching-materials/teaching-guides/23554
https://sites.google.com/site/allenclassresources/reading-skills/how-to-annotate-a-text
https://landing.athabascau.ca/pages/view/20190/strategies-for-close-reading-and-critical-reflection


Modeling How to 
      Annotate

Model live during class using Notability 
Demonstrate annotating in a flipped video
Provide student examples to discuss             

               Search ShowMe Video Tutorials
Search Knowmia Video Tutorials                        

                
                                                  



Teaching Close-Reading and Rhetorical Analysis
in the English Classroom

Flipped Classroom Videos: 
Close Reading: part I and II
Close Reading: Non-fiction & Textbooks part III

Advanced Student Resource 
for Analyzing Rhetoric

Articulating Rhetorical 
Effects for Literary Analysis 
and The Precis Template



Evaluating Annotations

● Avoid checklist rubrics
● Focus on quality over quantity
● Evaluate the critical thinking
● Ignore flaws in handwriting
● Highlight insight
● Grade quickly

See Slide 13--Dave Stuart as an examp
le!

file:///Users/easpegren/Downloads/Close-Reading%20on%20the%20iPad.pptx#slide=id.g983fc3980_0_41
file:///Users/easpegren/Downloads/Close-Reading%20on%20the%20iPad.pptx#slide=id.g983fc3980_0_41


Submitting the Assignment

1. Students email pdf
2. Students submit to Dropbox
3. Teacher can quickly evaluate on iPad while walking around the room
4. Students can print assignment and turn in a paper copy

Questions?
Where can close-reading be incorporated into your curriculum?



 Article of the Week...Revamped    
       They Say I Say template

        D           ~ Dave Stuart Jr.
  When it is effective…

● Find quality non-fiction articles
● Newsela.com
● Teach the reading strategies
● Model reading
● Provide exemplars
● Scaffolding skills
● Rubric/Assessment

         Argumentative Template                  

 “The general argument made by author X in her/his work, 

_______________, is that _______________. More 

specifically, X argues that _______________. She/he 

writes, “ _______________.” In this passage, X is 

suggesting that _______________. In conclusion, X’s 

belief is that _______________.

In my view, X is wrong/right, because _______________. 

More specifically, I believe that _______________. For 

example, ___________. Although X might object that 

__________, I maintain that _______________. 

Therefore, I conclude that _______________.”  Graff

https://newsela.com/
http://www.teachingthecore.com/simple-argumentative-writing-template/


   Owning 
Annotations!

Owning Annotations
   Pre-AP English 9

Focus:  Rhetorical 

Strategies and     

 Argument 

Focus:  

Comprehensio
n/M

ain 

Ideas a
nd C

omplex 

Voca
bulary



Embrace 
Social Media and

Humor

Twitter and Memes

Tweet Worthy 
Quotes 



iPad: Reforming 
Cornell Notes 
The Cornell Way  Rationale for using 
Cornell Notes for a construct--
Retention of Knowledge and 
Higher Level Critical Thinking

Huck Finn Chapter 4-7 (Sophomore)

Education Unit: 21st Century 
Literature (Junior)

● Type OR print
● Color coding
● Insert screenshots
● Insert photos of text
● Links to web resources 

Obedience to Authority:  Comp II 
(Senior)



Scaffolding Skills:  Freshman Notes
Exemplars
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